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AIZAWL, AUG 17/--/James
Lalsiamliana, Agriculture
Director & Mission Director
of MOM, today flagged off 6
Quintals (600 kgs) of
luscious organic fresh
Pineapples cultivated by
Tuichangral Organic Farmer
Producer Co. Ltd., for
Mumbai's Josie's Kitchen,
North East Cuisines, for the
second time this month.

Organized by Clover
Organic Pvt. Ltd., the event
was attended by Dr. H.
Saithantluanga, who
recently retired as

Mizoram’s organic pineapples
shine again in Mumbai

Agriculture Director &
Mission Director of MOM
and Mrs. Lalnunpuii Parte,
State Coordinator of MOM
celebrating sustainable
agriculture's harmonious
partnership with culinary
excellence.

Building on last week's
success, C. Lalrinsanga,
state Minister for
Agriculture had initiated the
first 5 Quintals (500 kgs)
Pineapple shipment on 2nd
August 2023.

At the core of this
initiative lies the Central

Scheme - Mission Organic
Value Chain Development
for the North Eastern Region
(MOVCD-NER), Phase-III,
guided by the State Lead
Agency - Mission Organic
Mizoram (MOM) and a
renounced Service Provider
- Clover Organic Pvt. Ltd.,
lies at the heart of this
endeavour. The cohesive
efforts of the Tuichangral
Organic Farmer Producer
Co. Ltd., comprising 500
farmers from eight villages,
shine as a beacon of unity
and innovation. (DIPR)

AIZAWL, AUG 17/--/The Government of  India has devised
the Meri Maati Mera Desh Campaign (MMMD) which is the
grand finale programme for the Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav(AKAM) which has been observed nationwide
since 12th March 2021 to commemorate 75 years of India's
Independence; and the campaign is to be observed all over
India, at every urban and village level. A State Level Program
shall be held during at 2:00PM on 25th August, 2023 and the
following actions shall be implemented:

1. Dedication of Silaphalakam: Erection of Memorial
Stone for Veers. Deputy Commissioner, Aizawl shall take care
of  erection of  2 memorial stones in the name of  Aizawl
District and the State of  Mizoram respectively. A suitable
place may be identified at MINECO premises by General
Administration Department. Unveiling of  the plaques shall
be done on the State Level Programme.

2. Vasudha Vandhan: Plantation of  75 saplings of
indigenous species shall be launched on this day and EF&CC
Department shall complete the process. A suitable place at
MINECO premises may be identified by General
Administration Department.

3. Veeron Ka Vandhan: Felicitation of  living/retired
freedom fighters defense, CAPF, State Police personnel and
honouring deceased personnel from defense, CAPF & State
Police who died in the line of  duty. This may also be done
with two representatives of the veers to be felicitated/
honoured on the State Level Programme. Continuation shall
be in the hands of the Home Department.

4. Paanch Pran Pledge Hoisting of National Flag and
singing of Rashtragaan (National Anthem): Administration
of Pledge + Taking Selfie to be uploaded in campaign
website. This shall be held at the front yard of New
Secretariat Complex, Mineco Building 1.

All Heads of Administrative Departments, Govt of
Mizoram, All Heads of  Department, Deputy Commissioner,
Aizawl District; BDO, Tlangnuam RD Block and
representatives of NYK/ NSS/NCC /CYMA /MHIP/ MUP/
MZP/MJA /MSU/ City Local Council Association, Aizawl
may attend the State Level Programme. (DIPR)

GANGTOK, AUG 17/--/
Chief  Secretary V. B Pathak,
chaired the Second Meeting
of the State Level Special
Task Force for phasing out
Single Use Plastic at the
conference hall of Tashiling
Secretariat, today. The
meeting aimed to deliberate
on eradicating single-use
plastic and monitor the
action plan for
implementation of Plastic
Waste Management Rules of
2016. Present in the meeting
were Commissioner-cum-
Secretary, Rural
Development Department,
D. Anandan, Secretary,
Urban Development
Department,  M. T Sherpa,
Secretary, Commerce and
Industries Department, Shri
Karma R. Bonpo,Secretary
Education Department,Smt
Sumita Pradhan, Secretary

Information and Public
Relations Department, Ms.
Karma Doma Youtso,
Secretary, Roads and Bridges
Department, Shri Dorjee
Dadul, and officials from
various line departments.

Chief  Secretary V. B
Pathak also the chairman of
the Special Task Force, in
his response to the
presentations from different
departments, instructed
officials to conduct regular
checking to enforce ban on
plastic in the state.  He also
emphasised the need to
upload minutes of the
district-level meetings on
the website to monitor
progress in plastic waste
management. He also

CS chairs meeting on phasing out of single use plastic

proposed revising penalties
for those who violate plastic
waste management rules and
improve the plastic
biodegradation process in
both rural and urban areas.

In his welcome address
Secretary, Urban
Development Department,
M. T. Sherpa, discussed the
classification of single-use
plastic into three categories:
low utility, high potential,
and  availability of
alternatives. He further,
provided a concise
overview of the plastic
waste management
(Amendment) Rules, 2021.

Joint Director, State
Pollution Control Board
(SPCB), Ms. Kusum Gurung,
in her presentation on Plastic
Waste Management Rules
2016, discussed the
background of the state’s
initiative on plastic ban and
highlighted the department's
efforts in raising awareness
about Plastic Waste
Management. Additionally,
she also presented the state's
annual report on Plastic
Waste Management for the
year 2022-23. State Mission

Director, UDD, Shri Jigmee
Wangchuk Bhutia,
presented a brief
compliance of  Plastic Waste
Management Rules, 2016 in
urban areas and also
discussed the concept of
single-use plastic.
Additionally, he showcased
a report highlighting the
department's actions and
initiatives within urban
regions. Furthermore, he
outlined the department's
ongoing efforts and future
strategies. Similarly, the
Rural Development
Department presented their
initiatives on the Plastic
Waste Management and
Department of Roads and
Bridges was requested to
demonstrate a sample
section of roads constructed
using a bituminous mix
containing plastic waste for
the construction of service
roads. Earlier, the meeting
had an open house
discussion wherein the
officials actively
participated in the
discussion, sharing their
perspectives on the negative
impacts of plastics. (IPR)

State level programme on Meri
Maati Mera Desh campaign

AHMEDABAD, AUG 17/--
/A Chinese national who is
accused of duping hundreds
of people in Gujarat by
floating a fraudulent football
betting app was also
involved in money
laundering and hawala
transactions worth Rs 2,300
crore, an official of the state
Crime Investigation
Department (CID) said here
on Thursday. A Look-Out
Circular (LOC) has also

Chinese national wanted in betting app case also
involved in Rs 2,300 crore hawala transactions: Gujarat CID

been issued against Wu
Choumbo, the Chinese
national, who had visited
Gujarat in 2018 and left after
a brief  stay.
 After finding hawala
transactions worth Rs 2,300
crore from the bank accounts
of some persons who were
arrested recently, CID-Crime
and Railways officials in
March had requested the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) to conduct a separate
probe from the money
laundering angle, said the
official.

Last year, several people
approached Gujarat police
after losing money through
the football betting app "Dani
Data".

Lured by promises of
high returns, they had
placed bets through the app
and deposited money. The
app, however, shut down
soon and the victims lost
their money.

An investigation by the
CID revealed that a total of
1,175 persons from Gujarat
lost Rs 3.5 crore in this scam.
First Information Reports
(FIRs) were also registered in
other states including Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar against
the app operators for duping
people, said the official.

 The CID subsequently
arrested ten persons

allegedly linked to the
betting app as well as the
hawala scam. Hawala
transactions facilitate money
transfer through informal
channels, often in an illegal
manner. Wu Choumbo is
believed to be the

mastermind behind the
fraudulent app, said the
official. During his stay in
India, Wu became a director
at TK Color Pvt Ltd. After his
exit, two Indians became its
directors and also allegedly
carried out hawala
transactions on his behalf for
commission, the CID official
said. (PTI)
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